Bulletin 2001-07-12 - Reasons to use the Enhanced Editor in SAS v8

1) The name of the program is given at the top of the window.  If you have made changes, but not yet saved them, then the name is followed by an asterisk.  The asterisk disappears once the changed program has been saved.

2) Colours help identify the different parts of the program and, most importantly, help you find where an unmatched quote and/or missing semicolon are.

3) Multiple programs can be open at once, each in their own window.  This makes it harder to overwrite the wrong program and makes it easier to switch between programs when necessary.

4) Lines are used to separate all of the different DATA and PROC steps so that they are easier to find.

5) PROC and DATA steps can be collapsed or expanded by using the + or - next to the PROC and DATA statements.

Enhanced Editor Window:  If you can’t find an enhanced editor window you can open one up by clicking on View, then Enhanced Editor, and a new enhanced editor window will open.

Various options for the enhanced editor can be chosen.  First, make the enhanced editor your active window (click on its name on the bottom bar).  Then click on the Tools drop-down menu, then click on options, and then click on Enhanced Editor.  

· In the general tab, you might want to check Show line numbers and Insert spaces for tabs.  This last one may be useful when you copy the program to somewhere else which uses different tabs.

· In the appearance tab, you can choose fonts, font sizes, colours for text and background.  There are also four colour set-ups already prepared to choose from. 
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